THE   LIFE AND WORK   OF
JALALU'D-DIN  RUMI

I.   LIFE

TAIALU'D-DIN RUMI was born at Balkh
tJ on September 30th, 1207, A.D., or accord-
ing to Mohammedan reckoning, in 604 A.H. His
father, Bahau~3d-Din, was a man of much learning,
but gave offence to the reigning king by an
attack on that monarch's innovations. Another
account disputes this in the place of jealousy
on the part of the king. Whatever the cause,
however, Bahau-'d-Din left Balkh, together with
his family, and settled at Mshapur. It was
here that the celebrated Sufi, Earidu-d Din
'Attar, presented young Jalalu'd-Din-Rumi with
his Asmrnama* and informed his father that
the child would some day become famous through-
out the world. After the destruction of Balkh
the family went to Qonia,t an old Roman province,
where the poet acquired his name Rumi, or

* Book of Mysteries.                               f Iconium.
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